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JURY TRIAL INFORMATION

For The Month of: September 2009.
Judge: Hon. Kathleen Hessinger.
Parties: Abbey Parker vs. 

Tia Arlene James.
Attorneys: For Plaintiff: W. Thomas

Wadley, Esquire; For Defendant:
Randy L. Stowell, Esquire and
Phil S. Yurecka, Esquire.

Nature of Case: Auto negligence,
allegedly resulting in personal
injuries, admitted fault. 

Verdict: For Defendant — no 
injury causally related to the
subject accident.

For The Month of: September 2009.
Judge: Honorable Stephen 

O. Rushing. 
Parties: Angela Stone as P.R. 

of Shelby Hagman vs.
Christopher Marcone.

Attorneys: For Plaintiff: Steve
Yerrid, David Dickey of The
Yerrid Law Firm; For Defendant:
Bryan Reynolds of Reynolds,
Stowell & Parrino.

Nature of Case: Motor vehicle
crash/DUI wrongful death of 
13 year-old.

Verdict: $330,516,483.12 for plain-
tiff, ($55,086,000 compensatory
and $275,430,000 punitive)..

For The Month of: October 2009. 
Judge: Honorable Susan Gardner,

Pasco County Circuit.
Parties: Dawn Obenshain-Barker

vs. Ellen F. Kell.
Attorneys: For Plaintiff: James W.

Clark and Herbert M. Berkowitz;
For Defendant: J. Emory Wood.

Nature of Case: Motor vehicle 
collision, wrist and back 
surgeries Summary Judgment
on Liability.

Verdict: $1,192,528.21.
(Verdict exceeds proposal 
for settlement: Motion for
Attorney fees and cost pending).

For The Month of: October 2009. 
Judge: Honorable Ralph Steinberg.
Parties: Dori L. Holmes vs. 

Billiejo Rowledge.
Attorneys: For Plaintiff: J. Daniel

Clark & Anthony T. Martino; 
For Defendant: Kevin
Fitzsimmons, Jonathan
Brozeyna, Samuel Mandelbaum,
John Cain, Scott Hewitt.

Nature of Case: Claim of damages
resulting from a rear-end 
auto collision. 

Verdict: Damages of plaintiff
$460,778.87.

For The Month of: October 2009. 
Judge: Honorable Martha J. Cook.
Parties: Allan R. Escher, Jr. &

Tranquility Anesthesia, PLC vs.
Pain Institute of Tampa Bay, PLC.

Attorneys: For Plaintiff: Donald P.
DeCort, Esq., Robert K. McCann;
For Defendant: Robert E. Sickles.

Nature of Case: Breach of Contract.
Verdict: For the Defense, Defendant’s

Motion to Tax Attorneys’ Fees &
Cost to be decided by Court.

For The Month of: November 2009.
Judge: Honorable Ralph Steinberg.
Parties: Joann Guagliardo vs.

Morgan Blake and Allmerica
Financial Benefit Insurance.

Attorneys: For Plaintiff: Gene
Odum and Mary Ann Masella;
For Defendant: Janice W. Kemp
and Cynthia Chambers (For
Morgan Blake), Melissa Schultow
(For Allmerica Financial).

Nature of Case: Intersectional 
motor vehicle collision, claim 
for back injuries.

Verdict: Damages of Plaintiff
$432,539.87.

HCBA Members: Send us your
Jury Verdicts by fax, 813.221.7778.
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AROUND THE ASSOCIATION

Robert Pyles has joined the
firm of McCumber, Daniels,
Buntz, Hartig & Puig, P.A., as 
a Partner in the Tampa office. Mr.
Pyles concentrates his practice 
on complex commercial litigation,
corporate law, business law, 
real estate litigation, real estate
transactions, representation of 
real property developers, and
eminent domain takings. 

Carlton Fields Tampa
shareholder Robert S. Freedman
and Tampa associate Nicole C.
Kibert recently spoke at real 
estate programs sponsored by the
University of Miami School of Law. 

Jason Moyer, an associate with
the law firm of Fowler White
Boggs, was recently selected for
Leadership St. Pete, class of 2010.
The mission of Leadership St. Pete
is to identify, recruit, and develop
leaders who represent the diversity
of the community and who will
assume future leadership roles 
in The Chamber and other
community organizations. 

David M. Rieth of Rieth 
& Ritchie, P.A. in Tampa has 
been selected as a member of 
the Visiting Committee for the
University of Chicago Law School
for a three-year term.

Rhea F. Law, Chair of the Board
and CEO of the law firm Fowler
White Boggs and Burton Wiand
announced recently that Mr. Wiand
and several of his colleagues have
decided to form their own
securities and complex litigation
boutique. Mr. Wiand will be joined
by George Guerra and Peter
King in the new firm to be called
Wiand Guerra and King. The
firm will be based in Tampa.

Intellectual Property law firm,
Allen, Dyer, Doppelt, Milbrath
and Gilchrist, P.A., is pleased to
announce that they are enhancing
their presence in the Tampa Bay
market with a new office location
that enables the firm to better serve
its Tampa Bay area clients.

Bay Area Legal Services is
pleased to announce the officers 
of its Board of Directors for 2010:
President, Gary Walker of Allen
Dell, P.A.; President-Elect, Leslie
Schultz-Kin of Carlton Fields;
Treasurer, Luis A. Cabassa of
Wenzel Fenton Cabassa, P.A.;
and Secretary, Cerese Taylor
of the Florida Attorney
General’s Office.

Bruce P. Cury, a City of 
Tampa appointee, was re-elected
Chairman of the Hillsborough
County City-County Planning
Commission. Commissioner Cury
was the first member to serve four
and now five consecutive terms as
Chairman in the 50-year history of
the Planning Commission. 

The law firm of Fowler White
Boggs has named Kathy Billings
Massing shareholder. 

The law firm of Carlton Fields
is pleased to announce that Kevin
P. McCoy, recently joined the firm
as an associate.

Dennis A. Meyers of the Law
Office of Dennis A. Meyers, P.A.
in Tampa has been appointed to
the board of directors of the Tampa
Bay Work Force Alliance by the
Hillsborough County Board of
County Commissioners to provide
strategic focus and guidance to
assist TBWA with work force
development services.

Trenton H. Cotney, a
shareholder in the Construction
Law practice group of Glenn
Rasmussen Fogarty & Hooker,
P.A., has been certified by the
Supreme Court of Florida as a
Circuit Court Mediator. 

Carlton Fields is pleased to
announce that Bay Area Legal
Services (BALS) honored the
firm’s Chair Emeritus, William
Reece Smith, Jr., with the Judge
Don Castor Award on October 21.
Smith has generously supported
and contributed time and resources
to BALS for many years. Among his
other offerings, he provided the lead
gift to create the William Reece
Smith Jr./Bay Area Legal Services
Endowment through the Community
Foundation of Tampa Bay.

Gregory C. Yadley, Partner 
in the Tampa office of Shumaker,
Loop & Kendrick, LLP, moderated
a working group discussion for 
the Securities and Exchange
Commission’s Government-
Business Forum on Small Business
Capital Formation on November
19, 2009, in Washington, D.C. 
Mr. Yadley also moderated the
Plenary Session to develop final
recommendations for presentation
to the SEC. 

Fowler White Boggs is proud
to announce that Rhea F. Law,
Chair of the Board, and CEO of the
Firm has been inducted into the
NAIOP Tampa Bay Chapter’s Hall 
of Fame. Ms. Law is a former
president of the NAIOP State and
Tampa Bay Chapters and currently
serves on the Board of Directors of
the Tampa Bay Chapter. 

Continued on page 59 
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APRIL 28, 2010 
1:00PM - 5PM 

4.0 CLE CREDITS/CJE CREDITS

CULTURAL COMPETENCE: A NEW SKILL
REQUIREMENT IN THE LEGAL PROFESSION

CALL 813-221-7777 TO REGISTER. 

Mark Your Calendar: March 17, March Membership Luncheon. 
Send your RSVP to: hcbarsvp@hillsbar.com. 

REGIONAL 
DIVERSITY 
SUMMIT
LIVE INTERACTIVE 
TRAINING FOR JUDGES, 
LAWYERS AND 
LAW STUDENTS

AROUND THE ASSOCIATION

The law firm of Shumaker,
Loop & Kendrick, LLP is pleased
to announce that Jenay E. Iurato,
Associate in the Tampa office, 
has been elected Vice-President 
of the Tampa Bay Hispanic Bar
Association. The goal of the
organization is to promote education,
unity, and excellence in the Hispanic
legal community and advocacy for
the Hispanic community.

Trenam Kemker President,
Hal Mullis was appointed to the
Board of Trustees of the University
of South Florida by The Board of
Governors for Florida’s 11 public
universities. His term commences
in January 2010. 

Christopher Paradies, Ph.D.,
a shareholder with the law firm 
of Fowler White Boggs, was
elected Vice Chair of the Tampa
Bay Technology Forum.

Macfarlane Ferguson &
McMullen is pleased to announce
that Michael Christopher Foley
has been named shareholder of 
the firm.

Rinky S. Parwani is pleased 
to announce the incorporation of
her practice to Parwani Law, P.A.
and the relocation of her practice 
to 9905 Alambra Avenue, Tampa,
Florida 33619.

Judge Carolyn K. Fulmer
has notified Gov. Charlie Crist that
she will retire from the Second
District Court of Appeal on
December 31, 2009.

Stann W. Givens, along with
Christian M. Givens, Robert 
D. Sparks and Damien L.
McKinney, is pleased to announce
the formation of Givens Law
Group, PLLC.

At their annual meeting, the
shareholders of Fowler White
Boggs re-elected Rhea F. Law
to the Board of Directors for a 
3-year term.

Continued from page 58
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201 E Kennedy Blvd., Suite 712
Tampa, Florida  33602
Phone: 813-222-8963

Fax: 813-222-8964

www.rrgtampa.com
866-258-8963

�� Realtime Reporting

�� FREE ASCII Disks

�� FREE Condensed with Index

�� FREE E-Transcript Delivery Format

�� FREE Electronic Signatures

�� FREE iBinder (online repository)

�� FREE Deposition Suites

�� Daily & Expedited Services

�� Electronic Exhibits

�� Videotaped Depositions

�� Digital Video to Text Synchronization

�� Worldwide Videoconferencing

�� YesLawTM CDs and User Training

�� LiveNoteTM Training

�� SummationTM Reselling and Training

�� RealLegalTM Bundles

�� LiveNoteTM  LEFs

�� LiveNoteTM  Stream (internet realtime)

�� SummationTM SBFs

�� Interpreters

�� Deposition suites throughout the state

�� AND MUCH MORE!

SERVICES

Established in 1998 Riesdorph Reporting Group has rapidly become the
leader in court reporting in Central Florida.  Riesdorph has accomplished this
by being  a full-service court reporting firm committed to excellence and pro-
fessionalism while building real, lasting relationships with our clients.

All of our reporters hold at a minimum the Registered Professional Reporter
designation from the National Court Reporters Association.   Our highly
skilled court reporters have the experience and expertise to handle the most
challenging assignments effortlessly and accurately.

At Riesdorph we strive to stay in tune with what attorneys want and need.
We are continually adding reporting and litigation support services as the de-
mand arises.  Feel free to call with any questions or requests.

150 N Orange Ave, Suite 418
Orlando, Florida 32801
Phone: 407-282-4067

Fax: 407-282-4068
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Chester H. Ferguson Law Center
1610 N. Tampa Street
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Those clients who have banked with us for years can attest to the

long tenures of our client contact officers, which is unique in today’s 

banking environment. In addition to our tailored services to law firms, 

we specialize in packages especially designed for partners and associates, 

and deliver them in a personalized manner. For customized solutions 

for your financial needs, visit the bank that sets the standard for strong, 

personal relationships.

Personal 
Relationships

Armenia 872-1201    Bayshore 872-1216    Carrollwood Village 872-1399    Downtown 872-1224    Sunset Park 872-1230    
Tampa Palms 998-2620    Waters 872-1350    Westshore 998-2600    Brandon Division 998-2660  Member FDIC

Reason #4
More Than 400 Law Firms

Bank With Us

www.bankoftampa.com

HCBA Benefit Provider since 2005.




